Thomas G. Mahnken, Ph.D.
Professor of Strategy, U.S. Naval War College,
former Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Policy Planning

Thomas G. Mahnken is a Visiting Scholar at the Philip Merrill Center for Strategic Studies at The Johns
Hopkins University's Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). Between 2006 and
2009, he served as the deputy assistant secretary of defense for policy planning. In that capacity, he
advised the Secretary of Defense and Under Secretary of Defense for Policy on strategy and planning.

Prior to joining the Defense Department, he served as a Professor of Strategy at the U.S. Naval War
College. From 2004 to 2006 he was a Visiting Fellow at the Merrill Center at SAIS. During the 2003-04
academic year, he served as the Acting Director of the SAIS Strategic Studies Program.

Mahnken earned his BA from the University of Southern California and his MA and Ph.D from Johns
Hopkins SAIS. The is the author of Technology and the American Way of War Since 1945 (Columbia
University Press, 2008) and Uncovering Ways of War: U.S. Intelligence and Foreign Military
Innovation, 1918-1945 (Cornell University Press, 2002) and co-editor of Strategic Studies: A Reader
(Routledge, 2007). He is also editor of The Journal of Strategic Studies.



