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Put first responders (Fire, Law Enforcement, and Emergency
Management) on the same system.

Include Federal, State, Local and Tribal.

Remove stovepipe systems

Share the use of spectrum and standards based infrastructure.

The Federal Government provides the State with access to Federal radio spectrum in
return for “free” use of the State Radio network.

Participate in governance at the local level.

In some States the federal agencies have been granted a “seat” on the State’s Public
Safety Communications Board.



Championed federal position for inclusion of Shared Federal/Non-Federal
Radio Systems Policy in NTIA Manual of Regulations and Procedures for
Federal Radio Frequency Management — 8.2.47 of NTIA Manual

DOI and DHS Appointed co-conveners for Ad Hoc 214 Public Safety
Communications

Interoperability Montana certified for 30 DOI federally managed discrete
frequency assignments

WyoLink certified for 76 DOI, DHS, DOJ and USCG federally managed
discrete frequency assignments



Communications Interoperability
Continuum

Limited L eadership, Planning, and Collaboration Among Areas

Optimal
Level

Interoperability Continuum




m USDA Representative to State Governance

No Outreach...Yet

Exploratory

Preliminary Coordination

Local Partnering Only

MOU Pending

MOU Signed Partially Operational

Operational

g DOI Federal Representative to State Governance
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DOI and USDA provided the state access to 9 discrete VHF
frequency assignments for use in their State-Wide Trunk
System via a DOI-State MOU

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) leveraged this agreement and
migrated the following agencies to the State System:
Cheyenne River, Crow Creek/Lower Brule, Sisseton, Rosebud,

Yankton, Whapeton, Standing Rock and Pine Ridge
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Mobile Coverage--
95+% Geographic
coverage

The components of the system are
as follows:

51 tower sites located throughout
South Dakota + 1 in development
(Porcupine).

185 voice repeaters, 51 control
channel repeaters( can also be used
as voice channel).

1 Network controller located in the
Becker-Hansen building in Pierre.
3 State Dispatch centers with a total
of 17 console operator positions.
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Current South Dakota System records show 13,993 radios that are distributed and are capable
of operating on the system, the breakdown is as follows:
3,090 state. (22%)
9,606 local. (69%)
337 federal. (2%)
960 BIA & tribal radios. (7%)
Breakdown of local mobile radios issued:
232 Fire Departments.
All Ambulance/EMS entities (DOH).
107 Police departments.
65 Sheriff's departments.
All Emergency Managers.
All emergency care medical facilities (DOR).
Current Use (Talkgroup activity)
67% Local traffic.
5% Tribal/Federal traffic.
28% state agency traffic.
Over 2,000,000 calls during the month of August 2007.
Total of 1371 talkgroups in the system.
Hospital/EMS
SD DOH has been working with health care to properly utilize the radio system.
All air ambulance services now have the radios installed.

South Dakota Example
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Interoperability Montana
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