Linda Specht is currently Deputy Director of the Arabian Peninsula Affairs in the Near East Asia Bureau.   In this capacity, she participates in the management of State Department policy and resources for the six countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and Yemen.   She served three tours in conflict zones; 2008-2009 in Iraq as Team Leader for embedded Provincial Reconstruction team (PRT) in northern Baghdad Province, 2006-2007 as the Political Representative on the Dutch PRT in Urugzan Province in Southern Afghanistan, and in 2004 where she covered economic issues for the Coalition Provisional Authority in Iraq.   From 2004-2006 she covered international assistance policy and Africa in the Office of Development Finance.  A career Foreign Service Officer since 1989, she has also served in Cameroon and Equatorial Guinea, Vietnam, Papua New Guinea and Suriname.   She received a Masters in National Security in 2008 from the National War College and a Masters of Art in Law and Diplomacy from the Fletcher School.
