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Chief Executive Officer
PPD, Inc.
David L. Grange began serving as CEO of PPD, a contract research organization (CRO) that provides expertise in clinical trial development, management, and post approval services for pharmaceuticals, biotech and government organizations, in July 2009 after serving on the company’s board of directors since 2003. 

Grange came to PPD after 10 years at the McCormick Foundation, most recently as president and CEO and earlier as executive COO. The Foundation, one of the largest philanthropic organizations in the United States, works to advance the ideals of a free, democratic society by investing in children, communities and country and has granted more than $1.3 billion to organizations in local communities across the nation. 

Prior to joining the private sector, Grange served 30 years in the U.S. Army with his final position being Commanding General of the First Infantry Division. During a highly decorated military career, Grange was a Ranger, Green Beret, Aviator, Infantryman and member of other special operating units. 
Assignments took him to Vietnam, the DMZ of Korea, Grenada, Russia, Africa, former Warsaw Pact countries, Central and South America, and the Middle East, to include the Gulf War. 

Units included the 82nd Airborne Division, the 101st Airborne Division, L Company 75th Rangers, the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Infantry Divisions, the 5th Special Forces Group, 158th Aviation Battalion, 1st SFOD-D, and the Ranger Regiment. He also served as an advisor to the 81st Recon Battalion of the Vietnamese Airborne Division. Grange was awarded three Silver Stars and two Purple Hearts.

While in the Pentagon, Grange served as the Deputy Director and Director of Army Current Operations, Readiness, and Mobilization, and was responsible for coordinating military support within the United States in response to natural disasters and for domestic preparedness against acts of terrorism. 
He attended Army Infantry, Special Forces, Ranger, HALO, Scuba, Air Assault, and Aviation training; the U.S. Marine Corps Command and General Staff College; the British S.A.S. Course, the SFOD-D Course, and the National War College. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from North Georgia College and a Master of Public Service from Western Kentucky University.

Grange was co-author of “Air Mech Strike” and has written numerous papers and articles on national issues which have been shared with the highest levels of our government. Topics include developing irregular warfare leaders, confronting Iran, irregular warfare support base networks, Russia’s attack on Georgia, “Whole of City,” “Whole of Nation,” and “Whole of World” concepts, preparedness, piracy, and more.
He has also spoken to a number of military, law enforcement agencies, security, education, government, corporate, and non-profit groups on topics ranging from leadership to national security, disaster preparedness to organizational effectiveness and efficiency, foreign relations to veterans’ needs, civic engagement to nation rebuilding.
Dave serves on the boards of the Eshelman Foundation, the Gettysburg Foundation, NYS4VETs, ViaGlobal Group, the Society of the First Infantry Division, and the Corporate Council of the Vietnam Memorial Foundation.
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