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BRIGADIER ANDY BRISTOW

DIRECTOR COMMAND AND BATTLESPACE MANAGEMENT
HEADQUARTERS LAND FORCES
Brigadier Andy Bristow was brought up on the UK south coast and educated at Portsmouth Grammar School.  He was commissioned into the Royal Corps of Signals in 1982. 

Early regimental duty experience was gained in Germany and UK at Brigade, Divisional and Corps close support signals units.  In 1990, he was appointed Adjutant 1st Armoured Division Headquarters and Signal Regiment; with whom he deployed for the duration of Operation GRANBY – the UK armoured contribution to liberation of Kuwait in 1991. 

Brigadier Bristow attended the Army Staff Course from 1994-5 and served his subsequent first staff appointment in the Directorate of Army Plans in the UK MOD.  From there he moved to command 7th Armoured Brigade Headquarters and Signal Squadron.  He concluded his tour with the Brigade’s deployment on Operation AGRICOLA (Kosovo) from where he moved on promotion to the post of Military Assistant to the Vice Chief of the Defence Staff; serving two successive Vice Chiefs whilst in the post. 

In 2002 he was appointed to command of 1st UK Armoured Division Headquarters and Signal Regiment.  His command included the Regiment’s participation throughout the intervention phases of OIF (Op TELIC 1) for which he was awarded a Queen’s Commendation for Valuable Service.  In 2004 he was selected for promotion, attended the Higher Command and Staff College and then assumed command of the UK Army Presentation Team; giving presentations to key civilian ‘opinion formers’ about the role, functions and challenges of the Army on behalf of the Chief of the General Staff.  He held this post until 2006 when he moved back to the Ministry of Defence as a Deputy Director of Equipment Capability for Command, Control and Information Infrastructure.

In July 2007 he was asked to deploy to fill a short notice vacancy as UK Mentor to senior Iraqi Army personalities; initially to the Commanding General 10th (Iraqi Army) Division and subsequently as UK Military Advisor to General Mohan, Commander of the Basrah Operations Command.  General Mohan’s effectiveness enabled the UK relief in place of Basrah Palace to Iraqi security forces and, latterly, handover of Basrah province to Provincial Iraqi control.  After command of 1st Signal Brigade based in Germany, Brigadier Bristow assumed his current appointment in July 2008.

He is married to Fiona.  They have no children but both share a passion for outdoor activities and sailing in particular.  They own a 1957 50’ steel sloop yacht purchased in Hawaii and subsequently sailed back to UK.   Brigadier Bristow completed the 1989-90 Whitbread Round the World Race and, in 2001-2, led the British Army Antarctic Expedition which sailed a 72’ yacht from UK to Antarctica and back; using the yacht as a mobile base camp for mountaineering and scientific forays whilst in the Antarctic region.
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