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Mike Bender is the Vice President of Government Business Development for Space Exploration Technologies (SpaceX).  He joined SpaceX in June 2009 and is responsible to the President of SpaceX for leading the company’s pursuit of US Government business opportunities.   For nearly two decades, Mr. Bender has been extensively involved with rocket and missile-related product lines used by all branches of the US military, the Missile Defense Agency and NASA.
Prior to joining SpaceX, Mr. Bender was with ATK where he served as Corporate Director of Business Development for national security and commercial space systems in Washington DC, and Division Director of Business Development for ATK Tactical Systems in Rocket Center, West Virginia.  Prior to ATK, Mr. Bender  worked for Orbital Sciences Corporation in Chandler, Arizona and AlliedSignal Aerospace in Phoenix in various business development, engineering and financial positions.  Mr. Bender has a bachelor’s degree in aerospace engineering from the University of Notre Dame and his master’s degree in business administration from Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business.
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