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Joe Rickers
President
Lockheed Martin Commercial Space Systems

Joe provides executive leadership for the marketing, design, development, production, and on-orbit delivery of satellites and related systems for Lockheed Martin Commercial Space Systems’ customers worldwide.  Joe previously served as the director of Program Management in SSC’s Programs organization where he was responsible for program management processes and assessments, subcontract program management training, and program manager development.  During Joe’s career of nearly 25 years with Lockheed Martin, he has progressed through a series of increasingly responsible positions.
Joe also previously held the position of Director of Commercial Programs for Commercial Space Systems.  Mr. Rickers was responsible for the management of all LMCSS commercial satellite contracts and was the primary point of contact for LMCSS commercial customers.  Mr. Rickers was promoted to this position in November 2004 and was responsible for 100% mission success, cost, schedule and contractual commitments for the commercial satellite line of business.  
Mr. Rickers began his career with Lockheed Martin in 1985 as a Systems Test Software Engineer with the Lockheed Missiles and Space Company.  During Mr. Rickers’ 20 years at Lockheed Martin, he has worked in many different capacities and on numerous programs in support of Lockheed Martin products.  Mr. Rickers developed and maintained test systems, ground systems and analytical tools and managed assembly and test operations.  Mr. Rickers also worked to capture new business opportunities.  
Since 1999, Mr. Rickers has managed spacecraft programs for the LMCSS organization while holding the positions of Vehicle Manager, Program Manager and Program Director, respectively, during this time.
Mr. Rickers earned his Bachelors degree in Computer Science from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse in 1985.  He earned a Masters in Engineering Management from Santa Clara University in 1989.


