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Mojdeh Bahar: 
 
Mojdeh Bahar is the associate director for innovation and industry services at the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). In this capacity, she is responsible for the NIST 
suite of technology partnership, quality and advanced manufacturing programs, including the 
Hollings Manufacturing Extension Partnership, the Baldrige Performance Excellence Program, 
the Office of Advanced Manufacturing, the Technology Partnership Program and other 
extramural activities.  
 
Ms. Bahar comes to NIST from the Agricultural Research Service (ARS), the chief scientific in-
house research agency of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), where she 
served as the assistant administrator for technology transfer. There, she had broad 
responsibility for managing the intellectual property that evolves from the research program of 
the agency and served as a resource for management of intellectual property and technology 
transfer across the USDA. She led ARS's interactions with government agencies, industries, 
commodity groups and universities on matters dealing with intellectual property and 
technology transfer.  
 
Prior to ARS, Ms. Bahar served as the chief of the Cancer Branch at the Office of Technology 
Transfer at NIH. There, she led a team responsible for marketing, patenting and licensing NIH 
and FDA inventions in the areas of cancer, gene therapy and biological response modifiers. 
Prior to that, Ms. Bahar was an examiner with the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO).  During her tenure at the NIH, she first served as the regional coordinator for the Mid-
Atlantic Region of the Federal Laboratory Consortium for Technology Transfer (FLC) from 2008 
to 2011 and then as the national chair from 2011 to 2013.  
 
Ms. Bahar has spoken nationally and internationally on a wide spectrum of topics ranging from 
restriction practice, double patenting and claim drafting to technology transfer and 
commercialization, business development and licensing. She is the recipient of an NIH Director's 
Award, a Mentorship Award, seven Merit Awards, an FLC S.T.E.M Award, three Excellence in 
Technology Transfer Awards, a state and local economic development award and a FAES NIH 
Team Teaching Award. She was the 2014 recipient of Volunteer of the Year Award by the 
Maryland Economic Development Association. In 2015 and 2019, she was named one of Top 
100 Women in Maryland by The Daily Record; she received an Abraham Lincoln Honor Award 
and a Presidential Volunteer Service Award. In 2018, she received the Harold Metcalf Award for 
her sustained service to the FLC. 
 
A patent attorney registered to practice before the USPTO, the State of Maryland, the United 
States District Court for the District of Maryland, and the United States Court of Appeals for 
Federal Circuit, Ms. Bahar is also a Certified Licensing Professional (CLP) and a Registered 
Technology Transfer Professional (RTTP). She is a graduate of the University of Maryland School 



of Law.  She also received a Master of Arts degree from New York University and a Bachelor of 
Science degree with honors in chemistry and French from Dickinson College. 
 
 
Julie Lenzer: 
 
Julie Lenzer has held every role in the entrepreneurial ecosystem – from successful 
entrepreneur, policy advisor, funder, ecosystem builder and investor. She is currently the Chief 
Innovation Officer at the University of Maryland. In this role, she is charged with fostering and 
deploying innovation to drive greater economic and social impact from faculty, students, and 
alumni endeavors. Her portfolio includes the tech transfer office, UM Ventures, the Maryland 
Small Business Development Center (SBDC), the Maryland International Incubator (MI2), 
TechPort (an incubator in Southern Maryland), the Mixed/Augmented/Virtual Reality 
Innovation Center (MAVRIC), as well as university engagement with the Discovery District 
(UMD’s research park). 
  
Prior to joining the university, she was the Director of the Office of Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship (OIE) within the U.S. Department of Commerce and Special Assistant to the 
Secretary for innovation policy. While there, she created the Regional Innovation Strategies 
grant program (now called Build to Scale). As of 2018, that program helped create over 8,000 
jobs and raise just over $1B in capital to support startups. 
 
 
Leo Scott: 
 
Leo is the Chief Innovation Officer at DataTribe, a startup studio. There he works with leading 
founder teams to co-build companies in domains including cybersecurity, data science, and 
AI/ML.  He previously has founded three successful technology startups and guided them from 
inception through acquisition.   Over the years, he has been in organizations ranging in size 
from two guys in a basement to thousands, building products to solve a variety of business and 
technology challenges. He has led high-growth, venture-backed companies and has helped to 
lead companies through difficult restructuring and turnaround situations. Leveraging this 
experience, he is now helping other teams to traverse the adventurous terrain of startup land. 
 
Gregg Smith: 
 
Gregg Smith is the Co-Founder and CEO of Attila Security and the Chair of the Cybersecurity 
Association of Maryland. Prior to launching Attila, he was CEO of several successful companies, 
including Silent Circle, Optio Labs, and Koolspan. His experience as a leader includes eight 
successful exits and growing a business from 3M to 100M. Gregg is a graduate of St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland and an Eagle Scout, and he is committed to protecting the nation state 
from data theft and solving some of the biggest security challenges facing both enterprise and 
government agencies today. Outside of work, Gregg is a proud father and grandfather, as well 
as a youth lacrosse coach. 


